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 THE BISHOPS ON THE GENERAL ELECTION 

Gospel values inform how we look at the 
world as Christians. These values can also 
offer a different way of looking at politics, 
a way that puts the common good before 
self-interest. 

Throughout this election season we will be 
seeking answers which will help the poor, 
the marginalised, and the vulnerable. We 
seek a society in which all families can 
flourish and where we care for our com-
mon home, where we offer a welcoming 
hand to strangers in need, where we look 
out for those struggling to get on. Families 
are the heart of our communities and soci-
ety. 

We seek, therefore, political leaders who 
can reflect and share these values. But this 
is not just about leaders, it is about us. We 
are not merely the passive recipients of 
politics but active citizens. An election is 
the best time for us as Christians to speak 
out, to get involved, and to lead. We hope 
that these resources will help in that en-
deavour. 

 

There are many issues of interest to Cath-
olic voters. Here we focus on seven: Crimi-
nal Justice, Domestic poverty, family life 
and taxation, Education, Environment, 
International relations, human rights and 
peacebuilding, Life Issues, Migration. 

 
The full texts of these presentations may 
be found  at 
www.cbceworg.uk/election24/ 

From Anne, one of our CAFOD representa-
tives: 

“With the election taking place in less than 
four weeks, CAFOD is urging the next gov-
ernment to prioritise addressing the root 
causes of global poverty, injustice and cli-
mate change. CAFOD lays out seven essen-
tial areas for securing a safer, fairer and 
more sustainable world for all. The CAFOD 
website (https://cafod.org.uk/campaign/
uk-general-election-2024-a-guide-for-
catholic-voters) provides a wealth of infor-
mation including options for getting more 
involved in influencing future policies” 

 

FROM THE BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE 

The Church teaches that life is to be nur-
tured from conception to natural death. In 
England and Wales, Day for Life is cele-
brated on the third Sunday of June each 
year. This year it falls on 16 June. The 
theme is The Lord is my Shepherd – Com-
passion and Hope at the End of Life. 
A debate on end-of-life issues has been in 
the headlines in recent months with calls 
for assisted suicide being expressed, espe-
cially by celebrities, a view that opposes 
the Catholic view that life is a gift and that 
we are called to care for others at the end 
of their lives. 
Day for Life is marked on the same day by 
the three Bishops’ Conferences of England 
and Wales, Scotland, and Ireland. We hope 
that parishes will be able to prepare to 
promote the Catholic view of life as a gift 
and the importance of care at the end of 
life using the resources that will be issued 
by the Conferences in due course. 
 
The following extracts come from re-
sources available at  
www.cbcew.org.uk/day-for-life/  
 
 
O Lord, support us all the day long of this 
troublous life, until the shadows lengthen, 
and the evening comes, and the busy 
world is hushed, and the fever of life is 
over, and our work is done. Then, Lord, in 
thy mercy, grant us a safe lodging, a holy 
rest, and peace at the last.  Amen. 
St John Henry Newman 

There has been much discussion in the 
media recently about ‘assisted suicide’, 
whereby people who feel they are over-
burdened by suffering will be facilitated in 
bringing their lives to a premature end by 
a change in legislation. The Catholic 
Church opposes this. As Catholics, along 
with many people of other faiths and 
none, we share a different vision about 
what it is to be fully human, especially 
when we are suffering and approaching 
death in the hope of eternal life. People 
who are coming towards the end of their 
lives can feel vulnerable, and recent re-
search shows that many consider them-
selves a burden on their loved ones and 
wider society. Jesus shows us that life al-
ways has dignity and that there is no such 
thing as a useless life. We are called to 
defend this gift of life to its natural end 
and to protect vulnerable citizens from a 
culture that could pressure them into as-
sisted suicide. We support people with the 
companionship of a listening ear, appropri-
ate treatment, and the best of care, so 
that their last days can be times of grace, 
intimacy and love. Jesus did not send the 
sick away. Our Lady remained at the foot 
of the Cross to the very end as Her Son, 
Jesus, died. Mary is the model of compas-
sionate presence and prayer whom we are 
called to imitate. People close to death 
and their loved ones, often go through 
similar darkness and pain but can come to 
a more complete acceptance and find 
peace in those treasured last moments 
accompanied by spiritual care.  
Bishop John Sherrington, Bishop Kevin 
Doran, and Bishop John Keenan  

Even if I have only been a bystander on 
someone’s Calvary as chaplain, I have seen 
how the dying can so often grow as they 
struggle upwards, leading the way, and 
allowing family and friends to learn im-
portant lessons in compassionate love as 
they share in climbing the Calvary of 
someone for whom they care.  … 
As a hospital chaplain, my role is especially 
to remind people that the Lord is always 
calling us from beyond Calvary: “Come you 
blessed of my Father…inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you”. In our modern culture, 
we often view life as disposable and as-
sume that everything should be under our 
control and open to our choice – hence 
the promotion of assisted suicide. In fact, 
assisted suicide ultimately involves the 
denial of an opportunity to live our last 
days surrounded by compassion and love 
just as Francis did. It denies us the real 
dignity that comes from spiritual growth 
as our bodies diminish. Caring for people 
at the end of their lives is a beautiful voca-
tion. It is a vocation lived out by hospital 
chaplains, doctors, nurses, social carers, 
family, friends, extraordinary ministers of 
the eucharist and members of parish 
groups, such as the SVP. Indeed, we all 
respond to our calling to care each week 
at Mass when we pray for the sick. Per-
haps if we can renew our vocation to care 
for others at the end of life, it will help 
change our culture so that more people 
come to view the end of life differently 
and see it as a time for spiritual growth 
which can be filled with grace and love.  
Father George,  
Hospital Chaplain  


